Once again in 2007, a sea of Air Force
uniforms exqulled the drill floor vielding
A seemingly exdless wave ol drill
excellence. The unparalleled strengih of
THe armed and  unarmed  drill
performances continued 1o viake THe Air
Force JROTC Narional Drill
Championships Tthe largest and finest
AFJROTC-only drill comperition curreatly
held anywhicre in the United Srares,

With historic Washingron, DC as the
backdrop just down the road frov ThEe
compeTition Home At THE Prince GEORGE's
Sports & Learning Complex in Landover,
Maryland, each Spring The "Air Force
Nationals” provides an exciting blend of
drill stvles and disciplines exclusively for
AFIROTC caders [rRom across THE COUNTRY,

ARMED DIVISION

THe Armed Division starred out close bur
as THe day wore oN, THE OUTCOME was As
iNeviTable as The serring of the sun. With
one of their best balanced atracks in
vears, THE barrle-hardened high flyers
from Coventry HS in Coventry, Rhode
Island ¢rabbed anothier Arvied USAF
National Chamvipionship. The Falcons drill
TEAM ONCE AGAIN TROpHied in all four Team
eVENTs (IM-InspecTion, 2*-Requlation &
Color Guard, and 4"-Exhibition)
showing THe overall strengTh Thar Has
served tHem well over The years! This
balance is the standard ser by drill oracle
MSqr. Dick LeBel!

Two schools distanced themselves from
the rest of the field, with Central HS
from  Springfield, Massachuserts
POWERING TO A solid Armed Division
National Runner-up finish. Despite THree
sTRONG EVENT finishes by this Northeast
drill powerhouse (I-Requlation, 2%
Exhibition & 4" Inspection), the Central
Guard drill 1eam stumbled a bir in Color
Guard with a soft 7" place finish. This
TougH placement cost The TEam a sHot AT
the overall Armed Division itle.

Surrattsville HS frov Surrartrsville,
Maryland was in The Hunt near The Top
ol the pack most of the day as well. The
Silver Horners drill Team came up just
sHy, GAINING THREE EvENT TRophHies (2

Inspection, 4™-Color Guard, 5™

Reqularion) but withour thar breakthirough
first place Rophy in any event, THe Team finished
with a respeciable 3 place overall finish.

Air Force Blue Turns 1o Gold in the Nation’s Capiral

Air Force JROTC drill teams from around the Beltway and across the United States
dazzled judges and spectators alike with their awesome talents and uncanny maneuvers.

Other strong Arvied Division finisHes were
viarked by: Northside HS (I"-Exhibition);
Largo HS (I"-Color Guard); Anchor Bay
HS (7-Color Guard, 9"-Exhibition) : Nevada
HS (7*-Exhibition, 7"-Color Guard); E.E.
Smith HS (7-Inspeciion); and Hialealh HS
(5*-Reqularion) .

UNARMED DIVISION

With the 2002 Unarmed Division Title
coming down 1o THE final few points,
EXPECTATIONS WERE lofry [or anoTher
shoot-our finish in 2003! Leave it 10
Southern  Regional HS  [gow
Manahawkin, New Jersey 1o absolurely
DOMINATE 1he field winning the Unariied
Division Champiovship hands down. The
Blue Knights drill Tean powered Their way
10 I place in Inspection, Requlation and
Color Guard. This lefr them plenty of
breathing room when thieir Exhibitioy
1eam 100k THE Hloor (They still grabbed a
2" place finish!) Prepared again in 2003
b\_ MSqr. Lee Messina (sTill The
webmaster of the finest JROTC website in
THE COUNTRY - www. SRsd.ORG/jROTC), THE
national strongmen from The Garden Srate
are sill seeking a serious challenge To THeir AiR
Force Narionals dominance in 2004

Finishing in A distant Unarmed Division
Narional RusNEr-up posiTion is THE always
tougH Silver Eagles drill 1eam from
Sandalwood HS in Jacksonville, Florida.
Displaying great balance and solid
PREPARATION, THE Florida unit finisHed with
THREE EvenT TROpHiES
(?*-InspECTiON,
7*-Color Guard,
4"-Reqularion).

BEATING OUT A VERY
Tight pack of Teams
for Third place was
Lackey HS frov Indian
Head, Maryland. The
Ladies of Desruction
TROPHIEd iN JUST ONE EVENT
(2 InspecTion) burwirh
other solid finishes just
ourof ophy placeviest,
the unit soueeked by
TO CAPTURE THe 3"
place finish.
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Orher Top Unarvied Division finisHes included:
Oxon Hill HS (I"-Exkiibition, 2*-Requlation)
Hialeah HS (2-Color Guard, 7*-Reculation);
Tilt County HS (2*-Exhibirion);
Surrarsville HS (7-Reculation, 7"“Inspecrion)
wd Miami Edison HS (3*-Exhibition).

As MaNy of you Now aRe aware, AFOATS
IROTC has stated their office no longer
wishes 10 be listed as an Event SupporTer
of any drill comperitions. They have also
ReuestEd 1o Have The Terms “Narional
Chanpionship” and “Air Foree” removed
from the Title of any drill comperitions
(ineluding This one). We have complied
fully with Their ReguesTs, Having changed
THE Name of THe event for 2004 10 The
National Capirtal Invitarional Drill
Classic. Rest assured the event will remain
unchanged in all other aspecrs!

Rarely do caders ger the chiance 10
PARTICIPATE iN A first-class, single-service
drill event while also Touring the capiral
of our natioN. Schools interested in arrending
the 2004 AFIROTC-only NCIDC event
should check our the official event websire
at: (hrrp://drill.Thenationals. NeT) . On
The site, schools may download the event
S.O.P., score sheers, official invitation &
VIOST IMPORTANT, THE EVENT REGISTRATION [ORM,

We ar SNI Hope 10 SEE VOUR UNiT NEXT
vear in THE Nation's Capiral for The most
exciting & memorable showing of AFIROTC
drill excellence you will ever see!

The Blue Devils Unarmed Dnll Team Frarn Naugatuck HS in Naugahmk Connecticut
display a snappy team salute prior to competing in Unarmed Regulation competition.




