A Capital Time at the NCDC

C[mpresswc perfomﬂances abound at the

1994 National Capital PYrill Classic

W!Ih the spirits of W dbhmg[nn Jetfer-
son and Lincoln standing guard 1n the dis-
tance, competitors at the 1994 National
Capital Drill Classic put on an impressive
display of drill & ceremony excellence. The
expansive DC National ‘Guard Ar mory
provided the perfect venue for a compet-
tion the size of the NCDC. Forty schools
attended in 1994, representing all four
major branches of the armed forces.

The NCDC continues to impress as a re-
L,ll mal showease for Jumor ROTC talent.
While most schools were from the DO
area, several schools attended from as far
away as Michigan, New York and Ohio,
The hard work and support of the DC
Capital Guardians and the DC Armory
Board annually make this event px sssible.
The DC Guard Arme ry provides the ideal
venue to host this noteworthy competition.

The NCDC event 1s sponsored by the LS.

Army Cadet Command. The event 15 run
by national Event Manager, Sports Nei-
work International. The NCDC is designed
to provide schools throughout the North-
eastern United Siates vulh an IIII] CSSIVE,
[irst-class regional dnll competition.

The NCDC competition began with a stir-
ring opening ceremony which featured the
[J]‘I‘Hl‘ﬂ[ﬂ!llln of colors from all ¢ ompeting
units and a brief opening speech from
Brigadier General ’h\t'mm% I. Konitzer,
Commanding General of the 1st Region,

US Army Cadet Command. Other n« able
hlffh]lfrhh of the day mcluded an incred-

|l)le {‘\hl].]lTll mn pe rformance from the U.S,

Coast Guard Drll Team. Their awesome
display of precision and execution ended
with a standing ovation for a job well done
from the 1 [)U() cadets in the stands,

Armed ()ivision Highlights

The Lincoln IS Marine Corps Junior
ROTC unit from Yonkers, New York
made the trip to the nation's capital and
took no prisoners, capturing three first
picu © firshes and missed out on a swee P
by just 19 points; gaining a second i Unit
IHH})("(IIH!'I The team was well pre p.n.ﬂd
for the NCDC and it showed. The Lanc-
ers drill teamn annually display their power
at the Nationals in Daytona Beach and
showed the same hard-nosed determina-
tion and I"IE.,ld bearing in Washington,
D.C., winning the \nnm] « ]icl]ll]]lll[l‘!!l]p

Well-rounded excellence provided the Air
Force Junior ROTC unit from Oxon Hall
1S in Oxon Hill, Maryland with the mo-
mentum to caprure the divisional runner-
up title. The Lords of Discipline held true
to their name with top five placements in
all four team events. This excellent finish
was the cherry for the Oxon | hill program
and capped off a solid season of aceom-
plishments at numerous drill meets
throughout the DC area.

Many other strong performances were on
t]l--p]cn within the Armed Division inelud-
ing: a 1st and 3rd Place p(]lnrmdme n
[I'Ihl)("{.lll m and Exhibinion respectively, by
the Black's Gold drill team of Benedictine
High School (A\rm\, 1. a 3rd and 4th Place
perfurm.mu- n ]napmlmn and Color
Guard respecuvely, by the Untouchables
of Forest Park HS l’;\tmw, a pair of 2nd
Place finishes in Regulation and Fxhibi-
tion by the Indestruc lih]l” Patriots of Free-
dom T8 (Army); a strong 2nd place fin-
ish in Color Guard by the |uugl| Black
Knights drill team of Colonel White HS
( \rrml and a tough 3rd place Regulation
finish for John \T.u-—;hnn HS (Army).

Knockout drill puts on dtsplay tha esprit- de -COrps that is the hallmark of Junior ROTC & the NCDC.
-4-

Unarmed Qivision Hi Fl[l hts
Never in the history of the N(ﬂ 1as such
a tight battle been fought for an overall
championship. With 4,128 woal points,
the Lincoln HS Marine Corps unit cap-
tured the overall title by just 3 }mmr‘-mvt*r
Oxon Hill HS. This hard fought victory
came through overall strength rather than
single event domination. The Lady Lanc-
ers captured only a single first place tro-
phy, but also earned a second & two thirds
to gain top three finishes 1 every event.
This top finish allowed Lincoln High
School to capture both the Armed and
Unarmed championships.

The Oxon Hill HS drill unit detended their
1993 championship with grit and deter-
mination, but came up just short. Team
Devustation was rolling, gaining a 1st
Place finish in Exhibiton and two 2nd
Place finishes in Ranldnun and Color
Guard. Only a weak showing by the Dev-
astation drill unit in the Impf‘l_lmn com-
petition prevented their capture ol the
overall Unarmed championship.

Other strong finishers in the Unarmed
Division included: a 1st and 4th Place fin-
ish in Color Guard by the always-impres-
sive Red & Blue Titans of T.C. Williams
HS (Army); a 4th and 5th Place fimsh
Exhibition and Inspection respectively, by
the Blue Knights of Lake Chftc m/Eastern
HS (Army); a strong 3rd Place fimish in
the intense Inspection competition by the
Lion's Batahon of Howard HS (Armv},
and a strong overall performance by the
Executioners of Forest Park HS captured
the U.S. Army 4th Brigade trophy.

Under the watchful eye of the selfless and
dedicated all-service judging corps, both
Armed and Unarmed Knockouts were riv-
eting and put on display all of the at-
tributes that make Junior ROTC the fin-
est young adult program in the nauon.
The pressure that can build in this one-
hit-and-out event 1s unparalleled.

Other memorable highlights mecluded a
rousing closing awards ceremony presided
over h\ Major General James M. Lyle,
( ummrmtlm" General of the U.S. Army
Cadet Ce >lmndr1d, Lis umportant message
ol how to become a winner both on and
off the drill floor were inspirational points
unpressed upon hsteners of all ages.

Finally, the presentation of stunning team
trophies by the head judges in each event
topped off the evening. Overall, the 1994
National Capital Drlil Classie proved to
be a fantaste regional drill meet for all
who attended. Many changes are under-
way for the 1995 NCDC:, Teams eligible
to attend have been mailed an invitation
with this magazine. For more information
on the 1995 NCDC, please contact Sports

Network International at 800/327-9311.




