NAVY JROTC MAKES A SPLASH IN PENSRACOLA

With the occasional roar of practicing F/
A-18 Blue Angels Hornets screoming
overnead, the 2002 Navy Nationals
event proved to be the most exciting and
successiul event to date. No other JROTC
competition provides a more well-
rounded test of overall unit strength than
the two-day Navy JROTC Nationals: -
Academic, Athletic & Drill thampionships.
Hort weather and even hotter peformances
were the orders of the day os twenty-
seven schools from across the United
States competed for the chance to bring
home the overall Navy Championship.

The event opened on Fridoy morning
with the intense Unit Personnel
Inspection (UPl). Cadets spent weeks

victory. Nease impressed the
with their solid bearing. The|
prepared unit from Cape Fear

Cape Fear, North Carolina
through to a 2% place UPI fini ust
barely ohead of always-tougk

Bluff HS from Corpus Christi, T

\
The event then moved outside for\(
athletic competition. Scorching dayti
temperatures may have helped school

2 M
from the Sunshine State s the Athletic “aY

Championship come down to o two-
horse race. UJhen the track cooled down,
Oviedo HS "om Oviedo, Florida o
like the wind to gain on Overall Athletic
Championship by just 8 points (out of a
possible 1000) over Loke Howell HS from
Winter Park, Florida [Uhilz both
schools received mox points within the
Oval Relay competition and strong scores
within male/female push-ups and curl-
ups, o slightly foster Shuttle reloy time
earmned QOviedo the Championship.
Princess Anne HS o Virginia Beach,
Virginla put together o very solid 39 piace
finish, with maximum scores in the male
& female curl-up competition,

After a sun-drenched cfternoon, teoms
quickly grabbed dinner and hustled
inside for the pressure-pocked Academic
Exam. Schools formed 10-cadet academic
teoms with each cadet toking o 100-
question test on relevant Novy JROTC

Academic, Athletic
& Drill Championships
Pensacola NAS
Pensacola, Florida
April 5"-6™, 2002

materiol. When the pencils were
lowered, Nease HS cgain grabbed on
overall event championship to go with
their UPI victory. Their victory was
propelled by Cadets Hawkins and
O'Donoughue who scored 92 and 90
respectivelk-—tNEiE- Wil
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-oround auwesome
display of drill. Paced by a 1% place
Unarmed €xhibition routine, the crack
desert drill team left no i
opening for others, finishing I
no lower than 6" place in all ﬂ‘
five drill events. Oviedo HS
gained a convincing 2 place
finish, while Flour Bluff HS
competed well to grab the M
third place drill finish.

The spectacular Awards
Ceremony was again held
ot the National Museum of
Naval RAviation located on
NAS Pensacola. This historic
facility with its hallowed
halls is the largest and most
beautiful oir and spa
museum in the world.

sl

T

i | ST s
" Event report-in can be an intimidating experience when you stare into the eyes
of a hard-boiled Marine Head Judge at the Navy Nationals competition.

The Ceremony wos kicked off by o brief
welcome message by Museum
President, Vice Admiral John H. Fetterman
(ret.). The opening ceremony then
proceeded with o poignont messoge
from the event guest speaker Vice
Admiral Alfred G. Harms, Jr., Chief of
Naval &ducation & Training. His words
of wisdom enthralled the audience and
concluded with a thunderous standing
ovation.

The presentation of trophies kept
everyone on edge as no single school
wos wearing a path to the stage. Despite
failing to win a single first place trophy,

\t;u? overall balance of Flour Bluff HS

0S (00 strong os this powernouse unit
:  the National Championship for the
tnstraight Year, amassing a total score
Q. Scoring for the Runner-up and
rd\ghece finish wos extremely tight. By

ugh victory for 2 place with o
ore of 4,244 over the hard-

Pehsacola wos on exceptional host,
g limitless logistical and
el support -- and it will again be

e already working hard to prepare for

he Rpril 42-5*, 2003 et

SNI remains confident that the upcoming
2003 NJROTC Nationals will present the
most AWESOME display of Naval
excellence found anuwhere on the plonetl
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