NJROTC Caders Steaming
All Ahead Full
AT The
“Navy Nartionals”

The Navy Nationals Academic, Athletic <
Drill Championship puts a shot across the bow
of every cadet at this grueling , two-day event.

B E I N Cl a1 The Navy Narionals

Acadewmic, Athletic And Drill Championships
is AlwAyS AN AMAZING, YET SURREAL EXPERIENCE.
So many dedicated caders from all walks of
life GaTHER TOGETHER COMPETING IN SO MANY
diverse EVENTs iN such A sHORT TiMEfRAME THAT
the weekend can become a blur. Caders from
across THe United States looked 1o become
the overall NJROTC champion; 10 be the
1eam THat knocked The big dog off the porch —
and That big dog named Flour Bluff HS wasn't
GoiNG 10 Roll over for anybody in 2007!

As the comperition pushed forward, it was
obvious That The field of 2% schools would
ouickly be separated with a solid group of five
long-time attendees all vying 1o Take home The
big hardware and even biGger bragGing RiGHTs.
Leading The pack was The odds-on favorite
Flour Bluff HS from Corpus Chrisri, Texas.
Sporting AN unprecedented, decade-plus RuN
of consecutive Navy Nationals CHampionsHips
ANd several CONCURRENT All-service drill-only
championships, Flour Bluff was primed o add
ANOTHER NoTCH ON THEIR bELT in 2007,
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Precision and adherance to the many event requlations are
paramount for success in the Navy Nationals competition.

Shawnee Mission HS posted their flag early,
with AN exTREMELy sTRoNG finish in Color
Guard. The caders from Overland Park,
Kansas knew they were set-up well for an
overall championship RUN.

Always-tough Union Grove HS made A brurte
force statemMENT EARly as well, as They Nearly
swepT THE 1,000 point ATHIETIC COMPETITION.
The McDonough, Georgia caders Grabbed 17
place in Three different athletic evens.

Boca Raton HS from Boca Raton, Florida
looked 10 add 10 Their overfilled TRophy case
with an overall victory afrer 2007 & 2006
NEAR-MissES. Using THEIR TRAdEMARK STRENGTH iN
all areas, Boca trophied in mulriple events - but
would they have exough This year?

Like a circling pack, of hungry wolves,
many schools began to semse that a
change at the top could be at hand.

Flanagan HS from Pembroke Pines, Florida
is A Relatively young proGram and had beewn
hanGing Around The Top End of The leader
board ar the Navy Nationals EVERy YEAR SINCE
they first atrended. Germring good quickly is A
TeSTAMENT TO THE oveRrall strengTh of This unir.

When The compertition: sweating finally ended,
The Awards Ceremony At THe National Museum
of Naval Aviation began as it had so many
7imes before. The overfilled capacity of proud
PARENTS, THE NERVOUS TENSION from EexciTed
caders HanGinG iN THE air, THE Navy band
playing The National anthem, and THE STiRRING
speech by RADM Gary R. Jones, USN
Commander, NSTC/Navy Region Midwest
Al combined 1o qive THE EVENING iTS UNIQUE
flair. And when THE Navy League of the United
Stares TrRophies began flying off The Tables, The
ceremMoNy Took ON AN AURA Of Hope for every
school dreaming of A Navy Championship.

Centennial HS from
Las Vegas, Nevada
ook The covered Unir
Personnel INspecTiON
championship Trophy
10 kick off The evenr.
Then  the  schools
in THe hunt began
stockpiling HARWARE.
Trophy after TROphy
fell and schools could
see who still  had
visions of Grandeur!
Then A buzz began
70 EMANATE frRom THE
crowd ThHat  Flour

BLUf may Not HAVE Flanagan HS posed for this im[

The NUMDERS TO REpEAT immediately after learning they

in 2007.

Like a circling pack of hungry wolves, many
schools began 10 sense THAT A change at THe Top
could be ar hand for The first TiME sincE somE of
These caders were iN pre-school!

Calling our The 9" place overall TrROphy,
Shawnee Mission HS erupted with joy Gaining
their first TOp five finish in ThEeiR HisTORYy,
paced by an Overall Drill Championship
1rophy. IN 4™ place, Flour Bluff HS pur on
A brave face taking home Their solid TRophy
as THe crowd was electrified knowing THAT A
new king would rule THe Navy kingdom for
AT least onE year. In 7% place, Union Grove
HS powered TheiR way 70 ThEIR highesT
finish ever. Maintaining THe Navy Nationals
Runner-up TRopHy was Boca Raton HS (for
the THird year in A rRow!). And sealing THE
overall Navy Narionals Title were THE New
kids in Town from Flanagan HS.

FIANAGAN WON THE EVENT wiTH STRENGTH iN
MANY AREAs, but sealing The victory was THe
NEVER-DEfORE-SEEN AcAdEMIC TEAM SCORES THE
unit comprised. The Hard chargers bear
THEIR NEAREST COMPETITOR by A STAGGERING 178
points. With a more difficulr Test in use for
2007, this was Hard for many 10 believe!
And with ThHe Top four schools all finishing
within just 211 Total pOiNTS AWAY, EVERY POINT
was crucial. Flanagan ripped through The
TEST placing Nine caders of its 17-Member TEAM
in THe Top TeN individual placements.

To guorte A famous phirase, “Life hits you hard;
bur it isn'T About how Hard you ger hit, bur
how hard you et it and keep Going forward.”
Know that Flour Bluff was dealr a body blow
in 2007 but They will be re-loaded in 2008.
Flanagan will be a forrress and looking 1o hold
onTo THE TiTle. A score of other Navy Area Top
finishers will not be satisfied with THe crumbs
— they will want the whole pie — ar the 2008
Navy National Championships!

SEE ALL THE EVENT SCORING DETAILS!

hrrp://Navy.ThenaTionals.NeT

roptu team photo at the National Museum of Naval Aviation
ad shocked the world by capturing the Navy Nationals Overall
Championship in an outstanding field of 23 NJROTC units from throughout the United States.
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