NAVY

here have been more than o few naysayers

when last year's Navy Nationals Champions,
Centennial HS, clinched victory in the absence
of long time National Champions Flour Bluff
HS. However, those whispers would be silenced
with the strongest overall compefition field in
the history of the “Navy Nafionals” decending
on Pensacola, Florida for a frue battle royale
among the finest Navy JROTC units in the
nation in the Spring of 2010!

The event saw 26 schools representing the U
Navy go head-to-head with each other in.wh

many consider the most well-rounded JROTC

NATIONALS =77

The beginning of A New era!

% a wew dynacty riding from
Las Vegas desent? 2011 will lilbely tell the tate!

the sands of the

net

was Centennial HS who beat out Shawnee
Mission North HS for the overall Athletic trophy.
Not far behind was always strong Winter Par
HS (Florida) who took 3% place.

The mood changed inside the Musem as the
ceremony shifted gears in an effort to highlight
brains over braun‘and the Academic trophies
at this year's. Navy Nationals. This parficular
event is-beutal as. the gritty fest is-a custom-
crafted exam that is designed to be the hardest

curriculum test many of these cadets have ever
~_faced! After ll the pencils had been put away .

nd the exams were graded, it was Troy HS

competition in the world. Not only does'each ¢

school show fremendous drill prowess in"Basic,
Color Guard, Exhibition, and UPI; but unifs must
dlso prove their worth in both academic and

athletic displays for a shot at overall excellence.
Several schools have been in the top fier of this
competition for the last few years, bu (-
one thing we've seen at Navy Natfiona
absolu’re?y anything is possible!

Long, tense, sweat-filled days made for adr

competition field. However, a quick showerand a -

bite o eat and the cadets and their near thousa
spectators quickly filled the Blue Angels Atrium ot
the National Musem of Naval Aviation fo hear

the resulls of their tremendous efforts over the

past two days. There fo greet them was RADM
Joseph F. Kilkenny, USN, Commander, Naval
Education & Training Command (who dlso
was regulary seen walking through the various
competition areas throughout the event!) His in-
spirational speech filled the room with applause
and a standing ovation. With excitement and ea-
gi]emess pulsating to a palpable level throughout
fhe entire hall, it was fime to revedl the results of
this year's NJROTC Nationals!

First up were the awards given for the Athletic
events beginning with the individual medals. For
the second year in a row in Curl-Ups, Shawnee
Mission North HS (Kansas) showed a fotal and
com]%lez‘e domination with 5 cadets in the to
10 for both male and female divisions, easif;l
capturing the team Curl-Up 1roBhy. The field
was a bit more spread out for Push-Ups, but
Centennial HS (Nevadaalwas able to come away
with a victory by out-pushing Shawnee Mission
’ky just 37 fotal push-ups! Nearby Pine Forest

S (Florida) from just down the road showed off
their tremendous speed with a convincing victory
in the Oval Relay by more than 6 seconds and
an additional win in the Shuttle Relay, this fime
by less than 1 second! However, at the end of
the day, there can be only one feam with the fop
combination of strength and speed, and that team
8

there 1o play ¢

e brag-

e
ially

or the overall title. However,

honors for their. drill

HS (Ohio). grabbed victory in Unarmed-Basic in
a close battle with. Shawnee Mission North.
However, the cadets from Flour Bluff would
not sit by for a fitle that was theirs for a decade

reviousﬁ' as they had impressive 1% and 2™ place
inishes in Armed & Unarmed Platoon Exhibition,
respectively. Meanwhile, defending - champs
Centennial HS got their hands on several pieces

of tall gold for drill including a 1+ place trophy

in Unarmed Platoon Exhibition
schools have long thought
that the drill portion is a make
or break point for the overall
championship, the plot thickened
as Shawnee Mission North HS
took home the overall Drill trophy,
making a dear favorite for the
title of?\luvy Nationals champ sfill
unapparent.

There was only one more eventto
appeal fo as the crowd waited fo
see who among them would be
crowned champion, and that was
the point-laden Unit Personnel

Inspection competiion.  While Centennial HS from Las Ve as,v A into 2 mass y

the Overall Championship?

e Acodemic

sspecially with long fime
ite Flour Bluff HS (lexas]
y 7 or 8 schools very championship that was unprecedented and likely
ery early on that no one was
s as various schools received
; rowess. Shawnee .~
Mission North HS dlinched a 1¢ place finish-in
Armed Basic & Color Guard, while Northmont

should be another amazing, wild ride!

high stakes world of “UPI" that is essential to score
well 1o serious#l compete for the overall award.
So far three different schools had taken 1¢ place
in three different categories. Would one of those
schools step up to paint a clearer “big” picture or
would another unit step up to muddy the waters
and leave everyone in suspense? The answer
came in the form of the latter as George Bush
HS (Texas) demonstrated fremendous bearing
and took home the Unit Personnel Inspection
trophy. The crowd was left head scratching as they
wondered, “Who is going to be the champion?”

The moment of truth had arrived as it was time fo
reveal who showed the most consistent perform-
ance throughout all components of this tremen-
dous competition. RADM Kilkenny took the stage
and started out by presenting Troy HS with their
5t place trophy. Next up was Flour Bluff HS, fall-
ing out of contention for the title, but still finishing
strong with their 4" place finish.

Long-time Navy Nationals Runner-up Boca
Refon HS wos pushed back to 39 place overdll
as it boiled down to the final two. Would the
hampions repeat, or would the hungry Shawnee
Mission North cadets finally get their grip on

, {n a wild finish, the
NJROTC cadets from Centennial HS in Las Vegos,
Nevada squeaked out a victory by a mere 3 points
over Runner-Up Shawnee Mission North! The

- ,chqmzpions erupted info a frenzy as they clinched
their 2 consecutive tifle, cementing their status os
the team to beat at this event.

ar’s competition was the closest

finish'in the over 100 military competitions

hosted by Sporis Network International over the

“years, All of the fop finishers made a push for the

left-each frustrated by just how close they had
ome. With so many national and local dignitaries
n hand featuring members of the supporting
Navy League, it was amazing fo watch these
veterans beam at the talented youngsters filled
with so much energy and enthusiasm! Bringing
anything less than your A-game fo the Navy
Nationals is simply not an option!

So the question is thrown - can Cenfennial hold
on once more to solidify themselves as a true
NJROTC dynasty? Don't bet against it! Secure
yourself a spot at the 2011 Navy Nationals to
watch the newest drama unfold for yourself - it

strength, knowledge, and drill unbridled emotion as they earned they had just clinched their second
prowess will take you far, itisthe ~ consecutive Overall Championship at the 2010 Navy Nationals competition.



